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The Bible
What is the Bible?"

The word “Bible” comes from the Latin and Greek words meaning “________________,” 

How did we Get the Bible?
Oral Tradition: Stories about God were passed on from generation to generation by ________________ of ________________. There was a long process of development before books of the OT reached their final written form. 

Autographs: The ________________ words of the Bible. 

Manuscripts: The ________________onto papyrus, parchment, and paper.

Translations: When the Bible is translated from its original Hebrew and Greek language. One of the first translations was a version for the ________________ Church called the Latin Vulgate. The first English translation was by John Wycliffe in 1380.
The Claim of the Bible:
· The Bible is a ________________ book, which can only be explained in one way; it is the Word of God. The Bible makes this claim some thirty-eight hundred times by declaring “God said,” or “thus says the Lord” (Ex. 14:1; 20:1; Lev. 4; 1, Num. 4:1; Deut. 4;2; 32:48; Isa. 1:10,24; Jer. 1:11; Ezek. 1:3; etc.) 
· The ________________also recognized that the things he wrote were the Lord’s commandments (1Cor. 14:37). 
· The Bible as the Word of God was also acknowledged by ________________ in the early church (1 Thess. 2:13). 
· ________________ recognized the Bible as the Word of God (2 Pet. 1:16-21).
· ________________ recognized that what he taught was from God, and to reject his teaching was to reject God (1 John 4:6).
The Continuity of the Bible: 
· The Bible and its connection is distinct from all other religious writings. The Bible is a collection of ________________, written by over ________________ different authors

· These men were from ________________ different continents and various countries.                   

· They lived amidst a variety of circumstances, and experienced no conference or agreement with one another.                                                                                                  

· They also wrote over a period of ________________ years of human history. 

The Bible is an uninterrupted, and orderly account of the whole history of God’s dealing with man.
 Therefore it can only be concluded that the Bible has a ________________ origin. 

The Bible and Revelation
Revelation means ________________. Or disclosing something that was formerly ________________. God has revealed the Bible to us through ____________ revelation.

Special revelation involves a ________________ focus than general revelation. It can be through various vehicles (miracles, Christ, personal experience, and visions), but is always and only in the Scriptures.

· The Reason for Special revelation is because of man’s ________________ state through the fall. It was essential that God reveal the way of salvation and reconciliation. The essence of special revelation centers on the person of Jesus Christ. 

· The one who explained the Father (John 1:18)

· The Words and Works of Jesus demonstrate that He revealed the father (John 6:63; 5:36)

· Christ is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His nature (Heb. 1:3)

· Jesus has fully ________________ the Father to a sinful humanity and through His redemption has enabled mankind to be restored to fellowship with God.
· Special revelation comes from ________________ of man instead of from inside of man.

· Examples of special revelation:

· Then God spoke all these Words (Ex. 20:1)

· These are these Words of the Covenant (Deut. 31:24)

· Then the Word of the Lord came to Jeremiah (Jer. 36:27-28)

· In the beginning was the Word (Jn.1:1)

· The Word became flesh (Jn 1:12)

The Bible and Inspiration (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21)

A good definition of inspiration should include several elements: 

· The ________________ element; God the Holy Spirit superintended the writers 

· The ________________ element; human authors wrote according to their original styles and      personalities

· Inspiration extends to the ________________ of the very words
The Bible and Inerrancy
The Scriptures are ________________ and __________________ of error. In all their teachings they are in perfect accord with the truth. God is true (Rom. 3:4); the Scriptures were breathed out by God (2 Tim. 3:16); therefore, the Scriptures are true (since they came from the breathe of God who is true).
 
The Bible and Illumination
Illumination in the spiritual sense is “_____________________________” of understanding

· Believers indwelt by the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation (1Cor. 2;9-13)
· Only God knows the things of God, The Spirit of God instructs the believer (John 14:26; 16:13-16
· The ministry of the Spirit touches the mind (Rom. 12:2; Eph. 4:23; Col. 1:9-10)
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